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19 Fast-Growth Central Texas 
Companies Crack Prestigious Aggie 
100 Ranking  
 

ABJ – 10/28/2017 
 

Nineteen Austin-area businesses are on 
this year’s ranking of the fastest-growing 
enterprises in nation run by Texas A&M 
University alumni. 
 

The annual Aggie 100 list, based on 
companies’ three-year revenue growth 
from 2014-2016, was unveiled Friday 
night and included some well-known 
Austin-area businesses.  For the second-
straight year, online marketing startup 
OutboundEngine Inc. was the highest-
ranked Austin-area company on the list, 
at No. 7.  Click on the link below to read 
the complete list. 
 

More… 
 
 

Employment Growth Outside Of 
Houston Offsets Harvey Negatives 
 

Recon – 10/27/2017 
 

The Texas economy continues to create 
more jobs as the impacts of Hurricane 
Harvey on the Houston’s employment 
growth rate are offset by higher 
employment growth rates in other larger 
metro areas. 
 

According to the Real Estate Center's 
latest Monthly Review of the Texas 
Economy, Texas gained 256,100 
nonagricultural jobs from September 
2016 to September 2017, an annual 
growth rate of 2.1%, higher than the 
nation’s employment growth rate of 1.2%. 
 

More… 
 
 

Amazon Revenue Jumps With Whole 
Foods On Board  
 

 

 
 
Investor Nate Paul Wins Prime Austin Property With $4.3M 
Bid 
 

Austin American Statesman – 10/27/2017 
 

After a lively bidding 
war, high-profile local 
real estate investor 
Nate Paul is the new 
owner of a prime piece 
of property with 
frontage on Barton 
Springs Road in 
Central Austin. 
 

Paul, who resides in the 
Barton Creek 
neighborhood, bought 

the 2.1-acre property at 511 Barton Blvd. through an online auction Thursday 
with a winning bid of $4.3 million, edging out Austin-based River City Capital 
Partners LLC in the final round.  Paul, founder and CEO of World Class 
Holdings, said he is using personal funds to buy the property, which will be for 
his personal use. The closing is set for Jan. 2.  

 

More… 
 
 

First Batch Of Restaurants Unveiled For Plaza Saltillo Site  
 

Austin American Statesman – 10/25/2017 
 

Austin developer Endeavor Real Estate Group has released the first batch of 
food-and-drink tenants for its 10-acre East Austin redevelopment project.  
Other new additions include Dolce Neve gelato shop, Tarka Indian Kitchen, 
Epoch Coffee, Stout Burgers & Beers and Barcelona, a wine and tapas bar. 
 

In addition, the project, which is being rebranded as simply Saltillo, will feature 
a public market where vendors will sell a variety of food, goods and services.  
The complex, near Interstate 35 and East Fifth Street, is set to be completed in 

http://companies.bizjournals.com/profile/outboundengine/1377506/
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2017/10/28/19-fast-growth-central-texas-companies-crack.html
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/monthly-review-of-the-texas-economy
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/articles/technical-report/monthly-review-of-the-texas-economy
https://www.recenter.tamu.edu/news/newstalk-texas/?Item=18196
http://www.mystatesman.com/business/investor-nate-paul-wins-prime-austin-property-with-bid/9k6oGzQmHYvMaiNAxnoDSP/
http://www.mystatesman.com/news/local/exclusive-contract-reveals-final-terms-for-plaza-saltillo-deal/Cldioy0LdniYlS1X50npDO/


ABJ – 10/27/2017 
 

Revenue has surged at Amazon.com Inc. in 
the wake of its $13.7 billion acquisition of 
Whole Foods Market Inc.  Net sales totaled 
$43.7 billion in the third quarter, up 34 
percent from the same period a year earlier.   
 

More… 
 
 

Omni Barton Creek Resort & Spa Set 
To Start $150 Million Makeover  
 

Austin American Statesman – 10/25/2017 
 

The Omni Barton Creek Resort & Spa will 
kick off a $150 million renovation and 
expansion next month. Major aspects of 
the project include a new 180-room guest 
tower, an event pavilion, a relocated 
tennis complex and the addition of Bob’s 
Steak and Chop House, an upscale 
Dallas-based chain. 
 

More… 
 
 

Austin To Ponder A Pro Soccer 
Stadium On 'Underutilized' Parks  
 

ABJ – 10/26/2017 
 

Austin City Council has drafted a resolution 
to consider whether city-owned land could 
support a Major League Soccer stadium. 
 

Columbus Crew SC owner Anthony 
Precourt is considering moving the team to 
the Texas capital and has been spending 
time in town meeting the media, city officials 
and business leaders. 
 

More… 
 
 

UMB Bank Launches In Austin With 
Specialized Team Making Deals  
 

ABJ – 10/27/2017 
 

UMB Bank has entered the Austin market 
with a three-person corporate trust team. 
Though the group doesn’t yet have a 
brick-and-mortar office in the Texas 
capital, “they’re working now and have hit 
the ground running,” said Zach Fee, the 
Dallas-based president of UMB Bank’s 
Texas region.  
 

More… 
 
 

Birds Barbershop Plans Location In 
Westlake Area  
 

Austin American Statesman – 10/26/2017 

2019. 
 

More… 
 
 

Austin As Site Of Amazon's Second Headquarters? You 
Might Want To Bet On It  
 

ABJ– 10/23/2017 
 

The odds are on Atlanta, it seems.  Betting website Paddy Power puts 
Atlanta’s likelihood of landing Amazon’s $5 billion second headquarters at two-
to-one, narrowly beating Austin (3-to-1) and ahead of Boston (6-to-1). 
 

Yet, Atlanta grapples with issues of urban sprawl, traffic congestion and an 
anemic mass transit infrastructure and has a socially conservative state 
legislature.  Austin also lacks the public transit infrastructure of some of its 
competitors. However it has a deep, talented tech workforce and is already 
home to an Amazon tech hub office with about 900 employees. 
 

More… 
 
 

Central Health Picks Developer For Former Brackenridge 
Hospital Site  
 

ABJ– 10/26/2017 
 

Central Health has picked a developer to design the new complex that will 
arise from the former University Medical Center Brackenridge site, a project 

that is expected to 
be one of the 
largest mixed-use 
projects to come to 
downtown Austin.  
The Travis County 
hospital district’s 
board voted 
Wednesday to start 
negotiations with 
Wexford Science & 
Technology LLC of 
Baltimore.  
 

Demolition of the former hospital tower is at least six months to a year away, 
Central Health said in a statement. The start of construction could be two to 
three years away, and officials have said the project would likely be completed 
in phases over the next 15 years or more. 
 

More… 
 
 

The Austin Area Has One Of The Tightest Job Markets In The 
US. 
 

Neal Spelce Austin Letter  
www.AustinLetter.com<http://www.AustinLetter.com>, 10/27/2017 
 

If Amazon HQ2 generates the number of jobs it is forecasting, the jobs will be 
more than welcome because the Austin area has one of the tightest job markets 
in the US.   How tight?  The last time Austin had a lower unemployment rate 
was December 2000, according to Beverly Kerr, the Austin Chamber’s 
VP/Research.  “Austin’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate is 2.7%, 
reduced from 3.0% in August,” Kerr reported. 
 

The amazing thing about this is Austin added 23,500 net new jobs, a growth of 
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http://www.austinletter.com/


 

Birds Barbershop is growing yet again. The 
homegrown chain said it plans to open a 
new location in January in the Westlake 
area. 
 

The new Birds will be in The Forum 
shopping center at 3736 Bee Caves Road. 
Other tenants in the center include the 
popular Texas Honey Ham restaurant. 
 

More… 
 
 

One Of Austin's Largest Employers 
Changes Name; Meet Ascension 
Seton  
 

ABJ – 10/24/2017 
 

Seton Healthcare Family is changing its 
name to Ascension Seton to reflect its link 
to the nation's largest nonprofit health 
system. 
 

The Austin-based hospital and clinic 
network — the region's third-largest 
employer with more than 10,000 workers 
— announced the change Tuesday 
morning as part of a wider shift at 
Ascension. 
 

More… 
 
 

In The Money Oct. 23: Nearly $12 
Million Raised By 2 Austin 
Companies  
 

ABJ – 10/23/2017 
 

Funding news was slow in the past week 
but the most significant capital raise was 
for a company in a high-profile sector as it 
embarks on a new path. 
 

• Certain Affinity LLC raised $10 million by 
selling a 20 percent stake to Leyou 
Technologies Holdings Ltd., a Hong Kong-
based investment firm.  
• Kramerica Printing LLC, an entity tied to 
Michael Martin, raised $1.8 million in 
equity from 12 investors.  
 

More… 
 

 
 

Did You Know? 
 

 Jack o’ Lanterns originated in Ireland 
where people placed candles in 
hollowed-out turnips to keep away 

2.3%, in the 12 months ending in September.  According to Kerr, this made 
Austin the 10th fastest growing major metro in the US.  The jobs seemed to be 
scarfed up as quickly as they become available.  What are these new 
jobs?  Education and health services added the most jobs – 6,600, a 5.6% 
growth rate.  The fastest growing category was Construction & Natural 
Resources.  Its rate of growth was 6.2%, adding 3,700 jobs over the past 12 
months.  Another notable number:  manufacturing jobs grew 4.1% year-over-
year.  This outpaced private industry growth for the sixth month in a row.  All in 
all, pretty impressive jobs stats. 
 

More… 
 
 

Developer's Novel Mixed-Use Concept Ready For Big Debut 
In Nascent East Austin 
 

ABJ – 10/26/2017 
 

 
 

Capsa Ventures LLC will deliver its Fourth& mixed-use development at 1800 E. 
Fourth St. starting in December likely record time compared to other 
developments.  “It will be 18 months from start to finish,” said Rance Clouse, 
founder of Capsa Ventures. 
 

So what’s the secret of turning around one of the largest projects in East Austin 
in record time?  A unique building platform called the Syntheon Accel-E Steel 
Thermal Efficient Panel wall system that combines framing and insulation, 
which is not only energy efficient, but easier and quicker to install than 
traditional stick framing. 
 

More… 
 
 

Commissioners Green Light New Housing Development Near 
Toro Canyon Road  
 

Community Impact – 10/24/2017 
 

A new housing development in the Westlake Highlands neighborhood was 
approved for construction by Travis County commissioners Tuesday despite 
residents’ concerns and suggestions to postpone the decision by one week. 
Christopher Homes Condominiums, located at 4720 Christopher Drive, includes 
four new residential units, a parking area, two driveways and drainage and 
utility infrastructure.  The project will go out for bid in September 2019. 
 

More… 
 
 

http://www.mystatesman.com/business/birds-barbershop-plans-location-westlake-area/DtgzRGiTTBq7kpipsGrAHI/
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/subscriber-only/2017/07/21/largest-austin-area-employers.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/subscriber-only/2017/07/21/largest-austin-area-employers.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2017/10/24/one-of-austins-largest-employers-changes-name-meet.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2017/10/16/after-working-on-blockbuster-titles-video-game.html
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1719847/000171984717000001/xslFormDX01/primary_doc.xml
https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1719847/000171984717000001/xslFormDX01/primary_doc.xml
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2017/10/23/in-the-money-austin-companies-raise-12-million.html
http://www.austinletter.com/austin-letter/
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/search/results?q=Rance%20Clouse
https://www.bizjournals.com/austin/news/2017/10/26/capsa-ventures-fourth-and-east-austin-mixed-use.html
https://communityimpact.com/austin/southwest-austin/city-county/2017/10/24/commissioners-green-light-new-housing-development-near-toro-canyon-road/


 

spirits and ghosts on the Samhain 
holiday. 

 Austin is No. 3 on ranking for Where 
Tech Salaries go the Furthest. 
 

 

 

 
Are you looking to buy or sell 

commercial property? 
Our goal is to achieve maximum return for 

every property, for every client! 

Click here to Subscribe! 
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